Autoantibodies and their clinical significance in a black vitiligo population.
The frequency of autoantibodies was determined in 70 black vitiligo patients and controls. Both groups were screened for antithyroid, antinuclear, antigastric parietal cell, anti-smooth muscle cell, and antimitochondrial autoantibodies. The significance of autoantibodies was determined in vitiligo patients by correlating their presence or absence with various clinical features of the patients. The overall frequencies of autoimmune and endocrine diseases were also assessed in vitiligo patients, controls, and their respective families. Vitiligo patients had an increased frequency of antithyroid antibodies and an increased frequency of autoimmune and/or endocrine diseases. These diseases included, especially, hyperthyroidism, hypothyroidism, and alopecia areata. Autoantibody-positive vitiligo patients had an increased frequency of first- and second-degree relatives having autoimmune and/or endocrine diseases. These findings tend to support an autoimmune cause of vitiligo in black patients.